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SUBJECT:  
Patient Request for Physician Consultation Not Directed by Attending Physician
POLICY STATEMENT:
A patient has the right to request a physician(s) to participate in his/her health care.

DEFINITIONS:
For purposes of this policy the term "Physician" will mean an admitting, attending, consulting, or covering Medical Staff member.

RULES:

1. A patient’s request for an additional physician(s) to participate in his/her care will be directed to the attending physician prior to such requested physician accessing the patient’s PHI, including the medical record.

2. An order for consultation will be made by the attending physician or designee (on-call physician) and such order for consultation will be entered in the medical record prior to the attending physician or designee (i) notifying such requested physician of the request for consultation; and (ii) the requesting physician’s accessing the patient’s PHI, including the medical record.

3. In the event the attending physician determines that the patient’s condition does not necessitate the involvement of a physician consultation, the attending physician will notify the patient of this decision not to approve the request for a patient-directed consultation as soon as possible after the decision is made, not to exceed twenty-four (24) hours.

4. It is the responsibility of the attending physician to notify the requested physician if that notification needs to occur.
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