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SUBJECT:  
Placement of Central Lines
POLICY STATEMENT:
Central line placement is the responsibility of the ordering physician.

RULES:
1. A physician is required to make the arrangements for a central line placement. A central line placement is either a direct subclavian, internal jugular, or femoral vein, or peripheral (PICC) insertion of a central venous catheter.

2. The catheter insertion can be performed by the physician himself/herself or, at the direct request of the physician, by any Medical Staff member who has appropriate privileges and is willing and available.

3. Nursing personnel do not make arrangements for central line placement. The only exception is if the placement is being performed in the Radiology Department by a Radiologist or by the PICC service. In this case, the requesting physician must write an order for the insertion to be performed by Radiology. This procedure will be performed on an as available basis.

4. Informed consent is required for central line placement.
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