A. Referring

The Referring Staff category shall consist of physicians, dentists and podiatrists who have no inpatient admissions or consultations. Members of the Referring Staff may not admit patients or have inpatient ordering privileges. Their patients who need to be admitted to the hospital shall be referred to the care of a hospitalist or other appropriately privileged member of the Active Staff by prior arrangement between the Referring Staff member and the Active Staff member.

Members of the Referring Staff may:

1. Perform outpatient preadmissions and H & Ps (physicians only – does not apply to podiatrists and dentists);

2. Make rounds on inpatients they have referred for admission;
3. Review medical records  as well as access the electronic medical record both on site and remotely;
4. Consult with the attending physician, the patient and the patient’s family;
5. Observe diagnostic and surgical procedures with the approval of the attending physician or surgeon; and
6. Be assigned to Medical Staff committees and attend General Staff meetings.
Members of the Referring Staff may not:

1. Enter or give orders or direct patient care;

2. Write progress notes or otherwise enter documentation in the inpatient medical record;

3. Perform any procedures or provide any treatment;

4. Admit, attend or engage in any active medical management; or

5. Vote on Medical Staff issues or hold elected office in Medical Staff leadership.

Referring Staff members shall be required to complete an application specifically designed for the Referring Staff, provide the names of two professional references (MD, DO, DPM, DDS, DMD) and possess a current, valid and unrestricted license to practice in the State of Texas.

