
June, 2008CONGRATULATIONS TO

PHYSICIAN OF THE QUARTER

Dr. Swarna was elected by Hendrick employees as Physician of the Quarter for 

demonstrating the Hendrick Way:

Creating a culture that inspires the workforce, with a clear focus on mission, vision and values.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Single Sign On (SSO) Implementation Schedule
The hospital was asked to find a way to reduce the 

number of passwords doctors needed to remember and 

maintain in different computer applications. In an effort 

to meet this request, HMC has developed single sign-on 

which has been implemented on CCU, P3, P4/Nsy,P5, C3 

and C4. Implementation will take place on the remainder 

of the nursing units during the month of June.

Single Sign on training took place in the Physiciansõ 

Lounge in May. Please contact Tara Stevens, Physician 

Application Coordinator, if you have any questions. Her 

office number is 670 -3469 and she is in room 3417.

Physician Office Staff  Luncheon
June 25th, 12:00-1:00 p.m.

Tom Roberts Conference Center

Lunch provided

Important updates on:

government mandated billing disclosures;

new physicians coming to Hendrick;

improved services for patients;

and tips on improving office flow.

Email cgardner@ehendrick.orgor

Call 670-2460 / 670-2891 to RSVP

Two per office, please

due to room availability during construction

Obligations of On-Call Members of the Medical Staff for Emergent Treatment or Transfer Requests

Hospitals with specialized capability are required to accept transfers under EMTALA if the patient is in need of a higher level 

of care. When on unreferred call for a particular medical specialty, as defined by federal EMTALA guidelines and Medical 

Staff policy, transfers of emergent patients from other facilities must be accepted by the hospital and the on-call physician if

Hendrick Medical Center has more specialized capabilities than the sending facility and the capacity to accept additional 

patients in need of those capabilities. 

Hendrick NPI numbers are available on 

HIN.

mailto:cgardner@ehendrick.org


June, 2008

Medical Executive Committee News

Nurse Screening for C.Difficile - A protocol has been 

developed for nurses to use in screening for C.Diff. All adult 

patients will be tested if (a) they are admitted with diarrhea 

and a history of antibiotic usage in the past four weeks or (b) 

they develop diarrhea or bloody stools after admission to the 

hospital. The nurse will order a C.Diff Assay and send the 

specimen to the lab. The attending physician will be notified 

that the specimen has been sent. The physician would then 

have to order any treatment that might be needed.

Medical Staff Health Policy - Amendments were 

approved to the Medical Staff Health policy, now called the 

Health and Rehabilitation Policy of the Medical and Allied 

Health Professionals Staff.

Medical Staff policies, bylaws and manuals can be found on 

the Hendrick website at www.ehendrick.org/medstaff or by 

calling the Medical Staff Office.

Address/Phone Changes

Effective 05/10/08 ïDaniel Munton, M.D.
4545 Hartford Street, Abilene TX  79605
Phone:  325-698-4545    Fax:  325-695-2206

Effective 06/03/08 ïCardiology Consultants
Drs. Bargainer, Blackwood, Chant, N. Daggubati, Lin, 
N. Patel, Thorp and Zhang
1210 North 18th Street, Abilene TX  79601
Phone and fax numbers remain the same
Phone: 325-793-3100 or 325-793-3300 or
800-291-5455    Fax: 325-673-9223

Surgical Care Improvement Project (SCIP)
CMS INDICATOR TIP FOR COMPLIANCE

CMS bases their list of appropriate antibiotic selection on the 

recommendations in Antimicrobial Prophylaxis for Surgery: An 

Advisory Statement from the National Surgical Infection Prevention 

Project  CID 2004:38 (15 June) Bratzler et al. 

Procedure             Recommended Antibiotic Selection

Cardiothoracic Cefazolin or Cefurozime or Cefamandole

-˾lactam allergies: Vancomycin or Clindamycin

Vascular Cefazolin, Cefurozime

-˾lactam allergies: Vancomycin with or without 

Gentamycin or Clindamycin

Colon  Oral: Neomycin with erythromycin base; 

or neomycin with Metronidazole

Parenteral: Cefoxitin or Cefotetan or Cefazolin 

with Metronidazole

Hip or Knee Cefazolin or Cefurozime

-˾lactam allergies: Vancomycin or Clindamycin

Hysterectomy Cefazolin or Cefotetan or Cefoxitin or

Cefurozime

Hendrick Health Club is expanding and 

adding new services.
Since January of 2005, the health club has grown 

from 1600 members to over 2700. Due to demand, 

the health club will start construction on an 

expansion in June, 2008, to be completed in 

December, 2008.  The addition will have a new 

cycling studio, a third group exercise room, the first 

fully equipped Stotts Pilates Studio in West Texas, 

and a complete remodel of the existing cycling room 

to make more space for cardiovascular equipment 

and weights.  The expansion will address the needs 

of the current members, and help the health club 

continue its mission to promote physical well -being 

to the residents of Abilene.

Physicianõ office staff are eligible for group 

discounts. Call 325 -670 -7170 for more 

information.

http://www.ehendrick.org/medstaff


June, 2008Availability of Certain Hendrick Services

Non-invasive Cardiology (NIC)
Å Routine ECGs- 24/7 including weekends and

holidays. Contact the technician via beeper 136.

Å Signal Averaged ECGs- Monday through Friday 6:30

am to 6:30 pm; weekends from 6:30 am to 9:30 am.

Å Holter Monitors- Monday through Friday 6:30 a.m. to

6:30 pm. They may also be applied between 6:30 am

and 9:30 am on Saturday and Sunday.

Å Exercise Stress Tests- Monday through Friday

mornings. Treadmill stress tests for patients who

are pending discharge may be done on weekends

between 10am and 2pm, depending on availability of

the on-call cardiologist.

Å Nuclear Stress Tests- Monday through Friday only.

Å STAT Echocardiograms, Carotid Dopscans, Venous 

Dopscansand Arterial Dopscans- performed as call 

back procedures on weekends, holidays, and after 5 pm 

on weekdays.The on-call techs can be reached through

the nursing supervisor.

PENDING DISCHARGE requests ordered outside of regular 

hours should be called to the nursing supervisor.Please 

differentiate STATs from PENDING DISCHARGES so that 

response times will be appropriate. 

Physicians are requested to specify whether vascular 

ultrasound is to be performed by Cardiology or Radiology.

NOTE: Patients who can be discharged and scheduled for NIC 

studies as outpatients will receive priority scheduling. Orders 

for post discharge scheduling must be faxed to centralized 

scheduling at 4276 and to Cardiology at 2114.The patient 

should call the cardiology department at 325-670-2380 after 8 

am on the first business day following discharge to schedule 

the procedure. 

Pulmonary Services
Å Pulmonary Rehabhas asthma education packets

available for patients after hours and weekends.

Å Respiratory Therapy is staffed 24/7.

Å Stat EEG is done by utilizing on-call techs and is for 

STATs and pending discharge orders.

Å Sleep Studiesare scheduled on an outpatient basis.

Å Sleep Screensare set up by the techs as they are 

ordered.

Radiology Corner

The Radiology Department recently purchased the GE 

Signa 1.5T HDx MR upgrade pathway for both of the  

current 1.5T magnets.  This acquisition significantly 

raises the bar for MR imaging in this community and 

for your patients.

When the upgrades are complete, brain, spine and 

musculoskeletal exams will be greatly improved 

through the use of 16 -channel imaging and new pulse 

sequences, such as MERGE and 3D COSMIC which 

provide clearer, faster scanning and improved 

detail.

Patients undergoing MRI exams should benefit from 

shorter scan times afforded by the HDx upgrades and 

a new dedicated MR stereo playing their favorite 

music.

These Signa HDx upgrades will add the following new 

exams to our MRI scanning capabilities:

--Complete breast MR imaging with computer aided 

detection, spectroscopy and biopsy guidance;

--Neurosurgical planning suite with diffusion tensor, 

FiberTrak and brain spectroscopy;

--Enhanced MR angiography with 16-channel lower 

leg arrays for diagnosis of peripheral vascular 

disease;

--and TRICKS, an industry-leading body imaging with 

LAVA-XV which provide faster scanning times, more 

detail and increased anatomy coverage.

Please contact the MRI department at 670 -2119 if you 

have questions regarding the capabilities of the HDx 

program.


